<Insert MP name>
House of Commons
London SW1A 0AA

May 2011
Dear <Insert MP name>
I am writing to you as a constituent regarding the damaging impact of renewable energy policy on the wood processing sector, particularly the wood panel industry.  That industry’s trade association, the Wood Panel Industries Federation (WPIF), has engaged in a lengthy dialogue with DECC about the impact that subsidies for biomass, under the Renewables Obligation (RO), will have on the domestic wood market.  However, DECC continues to support large-scale electricity generation from wood, despite its unsustainable and energy-inefficient nature and its dubious contribution to carbon abatement.
We are greatly concerned about the future of domestic wood product manufacturing, which is a key supply sector for a range of industries.  The wood panel industry relies entirely on UK wood (virgin and recovered), which is now under huge pressure from the large-scale biomass energy sector.  The biomass subsidies are distorting the wood market, raising wood prices to such a level that existing industries may be unable to continue their operations.
Large biomass plants, such as the Prenergy plant in Port Talbot, will consume up to 3 million green tonnes of wood fibre a year – over a quarter of the total UK annual wood harvest.  Even more alarming is RWE npower’s intention to convert its Tilbury power station to burn over 6 million tonnes of wood annually.  Plants like these will source as much wood as possible from the UK to cut the significant costs of shipping from the Americas.
The wood panel industry has launched the Make Wood Work campaign to persuade Government to encourage the best possible use of this valuable and limited material.  Burning wood for electricity alone is hugely energy inefficient (around 30%) and releases carbon immediately into the atmosphere.  The campaign calls for carbon to be locked up into wood products, with only under-utilised wood being burned efficiently for heat or good quality combined heat and power (GQCHP).

I would be grateful if you would support this campaign by signing EDM no 1788 and by raising these important issues in Parliament.  This is a critical time for this important domestic industry, with DECC reviewing the future of the Renewables Obligation.  If you would like more information, please contact the WPIF’s political advisor, Fiona Graham (020 7828 1603 or fiona@ranelagh.info), or visit www.makewoodwork.co.uk.
Yours sincerely

